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APPENDIX A 
VISIONING AND WRITTEN COMMENTS 
 

 

Visualization exercises were conducted at three community workshops and a focus group as part 

of the Regional Trails Master Plan community outreach program.  Exercise participants were 

asked to provide an active transportation system vision that focused on: 1) the areas of the 

community connected by active transportation facilities, 2) the types of facilities that comprise 

the active transportation system and 3) the active transportation system or trail users.  Below is 

all of the visualization comments received from community members.  

 

Regional Trails Master Plan comments received via email follow the visualization comments.  

 

 

EUREKA TRAIL VISIONING  
− Formalize the trail connecting Highland to Golf Course Road (example of many trails in 

community) 

− We are hopeful that there will be an opportunity for Caltrans to input on 

bicycle/pedestrian trails on 255 though Manila from Arcata to bridge before this plan is 

completed 

− Trails from Highway 255 community plan not shown  

− No connection to College of the Redwoods to Fortuna to Humboldt Hill from Eureka 

(There is a railroad here!) 

− Multiple-use to include hoof, foot, bike, skates, boards, strollers – the more use the safer 

the areas – “safety in numbers” concept 

− Bike lanes on all major through streets in 7 cities and county towns  

− Coastal trail linking Humboldt County north to south  

− Multi-use trails regional, accessible to various users – equitable, old, young, rich, poor, 

rural, urban … 

− Class I trail connecting Blue Lake, McKinleyville, Arcata and Eureka  

− Eureka: foot and bike paths developed and with greenbelts and gulches all thru town 

− Class I trails will outnumber by far Class II and Class III trails as society moves away 

from car dependence 
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− Lanes for bicyclists on H and I Streets, access for Worthington School to Myrtle off 

Harris – for Myrtle Avenue to North side of Redwood Acres, more signage and space for 

bicyclists Walnut, Ridgewood and Elk River Road 

− Go rails to trails North to South 

− Multi-use dedicated trail connecting all cities along Highway 101 

− Class I on NCRA right-of-way around Humboldt Bay from Town of Samoa to College of 

the Redwoods  

− Multi-use trail connecting Manila and Arcata, using the small existing road between 

Humboldt Bay and Route 255, constructing part of it on the berm surrounding the bay 

− Multi-use trail to the west of 255 between Peninsula Road and Lupin Avenue to the north 

− A huge network of heretofore non-existent footpath like spider webs fostering walkable 

communities  

− What were roads have been turned into, in many cases, Class I trail  

− Main trail from Southern Humboldt to Orick – off roads as much as possible – multi-use 

(paved) – feeder trails linking communities to main trails to other communities  

− Connect Trinidad to McKinleyville to Arcata to Blue Lake to Eureka with a Class I and 

Class II (only if necessary) 

− Connective: city to city to business district, transit stops, recreational points of interest  

− Arcata – Fortuna Bay Trail (College of the Redwoods at least) – footpath Myrtle West, 

North of County Office of Education  

− Definitely a trail (bicycle and pedestrian) connecting Eureka to Arcata via 255.  Another 

multi-use trail to jetty.  255 trail to connect west Humboldt Coastal Nature Center.  Bike 

trails (Class III) along Arcata bottoms.   Good bike trail thru Eureka along Waterfront 

Drive through Old Town. Safer bike path along 101 to Del Norte. Good signage of 

pedestrian/bicycle routes.  

− Trails connecting cities especially Arcata to Eureka and linking gulches and greenways  

− Well established neighborhood to community center trail networks that are consistent, 

guaranteed access routes for every type of user to safely navigate our community  

− Clearly marked, connective trails, separate from vehicular traffic, across and between 

communities  

− Trail connections from communities to transit stops (i.e., King Salmon to Highway 101)  
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− 101 corridor trail banked Eureka to Arcata trail 

− More neighborhood connections  

− Multi-use trail connecting coastal cities in Humboldt 

− Link community gulches and greenways  

− Community funded – long-term vision  

− Pedestrian bicycle paths all around Humboldt Bay including Samoa Bridge.  The 

Humboldt Bay Trail connects north to Redwood National Park and South to Humboldt 

Redwoods State Park.  All along the route there are shops, lodging, restraints and 

multiple stops for bicycle carrying busses.  Tourists from all over come to experience this 

trail.  

− Commute routes with well marked bicycle and pedestrian lane that connect to more 

“nature” trails 

− Class I trail between Arcata and Eureka with center strip for both way traffic and no 

horses 

− Multi-use trail from Rio Dell to Trinidad – not on road but separate – parallel – more 

street trails through Eureka 

− Greenways and gulches preserved with safe public access  

− Link Headwaters Forest and Redwood National Park and State Parks and campgrounds 

− Multi-use trail connecting Eureka waterfront with Henderson Center  

− A safe equitable, complete multi-use trail system that links where we live, work and play 

with the world beyond 

− Commute oriented Arcata to Eureka corridor  

− Cooperation between jurisdictions for local connections and with other public lands 

(USFS, BLM, etc) to link local regional to recreational  

− A multi-use trail network connecting communities.  Would look similar to American 

River Bike Trail – Sacramento, CA 

− Minimized elevation change – more direct network Eureka  

− Interpretive areas (child friendly) 

− Exercise stations 

− Recreational trail – Elk River picnic facility, artist designed gates, signs, etc 



Humboldt County 158 Appendix A: Visioning and Written Comments 
Regional Trails Master Plan  

 

− Picnic tables and benches 

− Indicators and signage showing “best routes” using permanent existing infrastructure  

− Safer streets, slower traffic, more trees, less one-way streets  

− Scenic and off street where possible. Multi-user, or complete street design 

− Safety from car accidents  

− Safe, convenient, fun trails that allow people to get where they want to go for daily tasks, 

get exercise, and interact with each other and with the environment  

− Trails that are beautiful and provide incentive to walk 

− Adjacent to other recreations including boat docks, stables, tennis courts, schools as well 

as commerce.  Also include watering for bottles and pets  

− Trails with trees and shrubs separating trail from highway 

− Night lighting 

− Nature view areas in scenic areas 

− Trails that are truly accessible to people with a variety of disabilities – not just accessible 

for non-ambulatory 

− Eel River Bikeway 

− Multi-use with bicycles, pedestrians and horses being riden and driven – lots of small 

parks along multi-use trails with benches, hitching rails, and small cart vendors. Horses 

have been and should remain a part of our experience  

− Don’t underestimate horse riders traveling from community to community along-side 

foot and bike traffic 

− Web-based interactive map illustrating existing trails from regional to neighborhood scale  

− Safe and healthy trail system, multi-use and well connected to scenic, business, 

commerce, recreation, educational destinations – well used and actually lowering 

emissions and obesity 

− South to Humboldt Bay Wildlife Refuge and beyond , multi-use trail 

− Trail that runs along the bayfront from Old Town to mouth of Elk River – then continues  

− Include covered bike parking as an element of the trail system at reasonable intervals 

− Inclusion of strormwater friendly surfaces – L.I.D! 
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− Bathrooms with changing tables  

− Equestrian have been noted in other multi-use areas as keeping compaction of trails hard  

 

 

FORTUNA TRAIL VISIONING  
− A top priority should be a bike trail (away from Highway 101) between Eureka and 

Arcata  

− Propensity of multi-use trails adapted to locale for a range of users 

− Connect communities and offer safe active transport routes within communities  

− Multi-use unpaved trails connecting communities to Coastal Trail  

− A multi-use trail system that compliments the Rail Road between Scotia and Humboldt 

Bay.  Rail road to create an excursion trail around Humboldt Bay serving Arcata, Eureka, 

Fortuna, Rio Dell and Scotia  

− Multi-use from Alton to Swains Flat  

− Trail from Riverlodge north along the river to Fernbridge  

− Sidewalk continued along Bluff Street in Ferndale to Rose Avenue  

− To the extent possible bike trails should be physically separated from automobile traffic  

− More trails separated from autos 

− A pedestrian friendly trail from downtown to South Fortuna Boulevard  

− Multi-use from Alton to the mouth of the Eel River  

− Trail from Humboldt Hill to Elk River  

− Multi-use trail crossing Table Bluff to Tompkins Hill possibly following rail road right of 

way except for tunnel  

− Multi-use trails include pedestrians, bicycles, horses, and connect to city areas throughout 

Humboldt. The vision also includes “parking” areas for all non-motorized transportation 

including horses.  

− Multi-use trail from McKinleyville to Scotia with branches into all communities along 

the route 

− Trail along Eel River coast to Garberville 

− Avenue of the Giants trail – Eureka to Arcata pathway 
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− Regional Orick to Piercy bike route 

− Trail (multiuse) from Eureka to College of the Redwoods. Trail connects multi-use along 

Avenue of the Giants and to Humboldt Redwood State Parks on Honeydew Road to 

Albee and Cuneo creek   

− If you are going to develop trails to connect communities, they should be multi-use (i.e., 

to include walk, bike, horse, with horses you wouldn’t want them in town on streets, but 

pens to hold while shopping would be perfect reality). There are those who may spend 

$2,000 on a bicycle, horse people spend up to several hundred a month – you only 

mentioned equestrian use once  

− Rail to trail seems to me obvious; that alone would bring Humboldt County out of the 

dark ages 

− Trail from Fortuna to Trinidad multi-use with horses where appropriate. Connectivity to 

Ferndale that does not involve riding across Fernbridge 

− Railroad right of way from Alton to Carlotta (Class I)  

− Levee along Eel River from Riverwalk area to Alton (Class I)  

− Trail from Scotia to Eureka or further up; multi-use includes walkers, horseback riding … 

more trails that are usable for horseback riders 

− Maybe a summer bridge for bicycles across the Eel River. Access to Headwaters from 

Fortuna – multi-use  

− More accessible trails within Eureka to outlying communities Freshwater, Elk River, 

Humboldt Hill, Cutten  

− Multi-use from Rio Dell to Alton  

− Railroad right of way from Arcata to at least Fortuna, possibly continuing thru the Eel 

River Canyon (Class I)  

− I’d really like to see trails all around the Bay 

− 36 Highway bike path with safe crossings at towns 

− More equestrian trails – The Lost Coast trail continued north from King Range  

− Multi-use Coastal Trail (unpaved) running all up and down the county 

− Signs on roads clearly directing people to a nearby trail  

− Old logging roads can be cleared and opened – example, along Highway 36 

− Neighborhood parks integrated as part of destination by trail 
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− Within the cities, especially Eureka and Arcata, bike boulevards (like Palo Alto) would 

make biking more attractive 

− All two lane roads without shoulders have bike/pedestrian lane off to the side separate 

from auto traffic  

− Connects to public transit at “transit hubs” with safe covered bike parking  

− Bike lanes in the neighborhoods, connected to schools 

− Trailhead parking lots needed to be able to accommodate trucks with trailers 

− Designated bike boulevards in cities (roads made more friendly for bikes, less auto 

oriented parallel to auto routes) 

− More awareness of safe storage facilities for bikes along important commerce 

destinations along trails  

− Trail side rest stops at vista points or mid way of longer distances  

− Include non-paved multi-use trails along paved trails for horse traffic  

− Width – (double as fire breaks wildlands) 4 equestrian access, destinations, loops and link 

ups, secure sites (i.e., corrals/tie ups in urban and suburban locations), coastal trails use 

beach only stretches where high tide hits bluffs need detours. Posted tide tables 

− Rules for equine, biker, hiker safety (i.e., yield to certain types of users) – some non-

paved trails 

− Horse trails multi-use trails connecting towns – connecting communities  

− Horses needed to have access to most trails  

− Multi-use trails with room for equestrians – several equestrian only trails (no bicyclists at 

least) – patrol so homeless do not over run trials – a trail from Fortuna to Eureka 

− Multi-use trails to include equestrians – this would be good for tourism – as it would 

bring people and dollars to our area – horse people buy trucks, gas and supplies  

− Distinctive signs that are similar but which reflect individual communities as name 

plates/directional/points of interest, etc.   

− We need more multi-use trials for horseback riding – open up Headwaters for use from 

Fortuna  

− Equestrian access!!!! Would like a multi-use trail from Eureka and Fortuna, preferably 

away from the high with equine access – large parking for trailers! Recreational use 

trails!  
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MCKINLEYVILLE TRAIL VISIONING  
− Emphasis on bike Class II and Class III only inside communities – a sign along around is 

a waste of resources ( $ )  

− Informal footpaths need to be indentified and documented  

− Fewer cars on the road  

− No asphalt! Only use permeable pavement when needed  

− Bike lanes on H and I Streets in Eureka  

− Take over every other street in town (no cars) 

− Bus systems need to connect at city points 

− Complete network of trails of multi-use and multi-designed trails that go throughout and 

between all communities  

− More bridges over rivers for people and bikes … not having to risk getting run over  

− Historical equestrian trails incorporated where possible  

− Cooperative agreements and Green Diamond and Humboldt Redwood Company for 

recreation access to fish and swim locations and from coast to Redwood National Park 

and United States Forest Service lands 

− Safety issues …lighting, sanitation … porta potty 

− Trails should be safe and well maintained 

− Sections of trails could be “adopted” to keep them litter free and to report maintenance 

needs  

− Trails should be long enough – that is not continually interrupted.  Trails should have 

different construction specifications, to among other things, conserve costs.  Trails should 

allow various modes of movement – bike, run, walk, horse.  A system of upkeep must be 

in place.  Trails should have different surfaces – pavement, rock, dirt, grass.  Trails 

should be placed so as to minimize negative impacts on surrounding property 

− Less expensive design leads to more trails built  

− Highway like system with amenities like: connectivity with communities via natural 

routes; sharing roads with cars minimally; small, attractive signage marking routes 

(uniform style/design); bathroom facilities with information kiosks and route maps  

− Bay trail separated from Highway 101 on the old railroad  
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− Better separation between traffic and pedestrian/bikes  

− Trails separated from motorized traffic (e.g., Corvallis) 

− A walkable connection from the north end of the gravel Hammond Trail as it hugs the 

beach to the bottom or airport hill to connect with that existing trail from south end or 

Clam Beach connect to county owned Little River Drive with a connection on the north 

end of LRD to get you to Scenic Drive without having to share the 101 bridge with traffic  

− Completion of a trail and bridge over Little River (from Grannel to South Scenic Drive. 

[This is the BIGGEST transportation bottleneck in Humboldt County. You cross in your 

car or bike no pedestrians 

− Trail connectivity Eureka to College of the Redwoods to Fortuna  

− Annie and Mary to North Bank Road how? Widen North Bank Road  

− Annie and Mary over Fieldbrook to Hammond Trail to Patricks Point  

− Completed waterfront trail all the way to College of the Redwoods  

− Trail connecting Fortuna to Rio Dell 

− Mid-town trail completed through Mill Creek Falls (McKinleyville) 

− Ride the Annie and Mary to Arcata thru Arcata to Humboldt Bay Trail  

− Make North Bank Road one way traffic to develop a trail  

− McKinleyville – Fieldbrook multi-use trail (Murray Road – Fieldbrook Road) 

− Little River Bridge to the South end of Scenic Drive  

− Mid Town trail completed through to Murray Road (McKinleyville) 

− Community ownership of trail (i.e., landscaping, trash, design) 

− Trails with lots of signage to well worn trails used by many in the community  

− Consistently maintained, benches for resting, doggie poop bags, safe=no brush for 

encampments 

− Takes into consideration local flora and fauna  

− Where lighting is needed, solar powered  

− Trails connected to picnic areas, recreation, public transportation  

− Interpretive signage  
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− Signs that tell how far to next feature 

− Kiosks that defines which trail appropriate for handicapped, runners, etc.  

− Nicely designed signs indicating points of interest (i.e., information on native vegetation, 

coastal resources, animals, marine life) 

− Definitely adopt-a-trail program needs to be implemented for maintenance  

− Standard trail Identification system regional, inner city, neighborhood  

− Class I bike trail with adequate shoulder for equestrians  

− Off the highway Class I bike trail from Eureka to Avenue of the Giants  

− Additional off road paved or unpaved trails linking communities to recreational features  

− Extensive off road, single track, mountain bike  

− Hiking trail that is continuous from north to south – same for bike trail   

− Trails should provide coastal views and passage through old growth Redwood  

− Recreation loops need to connect 

− Promote cycling as a valid and lucrative alternative to commuting by auto 

− Coastal Commission holding low environmental benefits higher than significant safety 

benefits for pedestrians 

− Inconsistent terminology, colloquial terminology 

− Unclear routes promoted to get funding poundage 

− Safety of pedestrians and bicyclists not considered 

− Conversion of cheap right-of-way result in unsafe intersections 

− Transportation first, recreation second, sometimes useless pork projects 

− Legal requirement to provide alternative pedestrian routes 

− Commuting bicyclists not compatible with pedestrians because of speeds 

− Multi-use trail parallel to / within Westhaven Drive right-of-way 

− Multi-use trail to connect Westhaven on east side of freeway to Coastal Trail and beaches 
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− Multi-use trail extending coastal trail across Little River and up Scenic Drive, Stagecoach 

Road, Patricks Point  Drive 

− Multi-use pathways that can include equestrians 

− Multi-use trails easy access for pedestrians, bicyclists, wheelchairs, strollers 

− Multi-use, commute, recreate, no cars 

− Multi-use systems are a priority – the dream 

− To keep our trails open where the equestrians ride now 

− Converting existing railroad right-of-way to multi-use trails 

− Use railroad right-of-way 

− Pull up the tracks 

− Railroad tracks or right-of-way converted to multi-us trails between Arcata and Fortuna  

− Trail systems put on-line for tourists or those unfamiliar with routes 

− Definitely turning old rail road tracks into trails (i.e., between Arcata and Eureka) 

− Transportation trails that connect to trail systems to schools / neighborhoods / shops 

− Bike / walk from Ocean Drive to central safely in McKinleyville  

− Bike and hike entire county with hostels to stay at along the way 

− Diversity is nice along any trail (i.e., a bridge or bench with view etc.) 

− Bike friendly (no car parking) 

− Bike and hiking path from Honeydew to Petrolia  

− Priority on completion of several high profile / high quality / high use trails (e.g., Bay 

Trail Annie and Mary Trail) 

− Clear trail route and contiguous flow in design 

− Connect communities with walking, biking, and where possible include equestrian trails 

− A multiuse trail (whenever possible) that connects town (coastal mostly with Blue Lake, 

Fieldbrook included) This trail should run at a minimum from Trinidad to Avenue of the 

Giants utilizing rail to trail (rail with trail along Humboldt Bay. Should utilize 

connections to bus stops, should have viewing benches at scenic spots and have good 

signage. Scenic beauty, recreation, and access to bus stop all important 
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− Biking/hiking trail should be established on old rail line between Arcata and Eureka  

− To keep our trails open where we walk with our dogs now  

− Connected North Bank / Central to Valley West not by 101  

− More trails for equestrians in the future   

 

 

 

SOUTHERN HUMBOLDT TRAIL VISIONING  
− Special attention to narrow and high car traffic areas 

 

− Multipurpose trails are in use within rural watershed communities to allow for more than 

just biking/walking but also for utilitarian uses like horse-drawn carts or small electric 

vehicles  

 

− Increased opportunities for off-road (unpaved) biking and hiking 

 

− Developed trail system for mountain bikes in community park / state park 

 

− Developed/improved trails serve to connect within rural communities, i.e., Salmon Creek 

has these for people to walk/ride a bike rather than use the main dirt road 

 

− Improved river access for community 

 

− Trails along South Fork of Eel River (multi-purpose) 

 

− More developed trails within the community park 

 

− Class I, II, III trails on residential roadway in Garberville, Redway, Phillipsville, and 

Miranda 

 

− Developed and improved trail from lower Redway-Eel River to Upper Redway  

 

− I also hope to see some routes connecting topographically adjacent communities that are 

not currently connected by roadways - Salmon Creek and Briceland for example 

 

− A combination (as appropriate) of multi-purpose trails, developed and improved trails 

and Class I, II, III bikeways connecting Humboldt communities.  I expect most of these 

would be along existing rights-of-way, i.e., county roads 

 

− Highway Avenue of the Giants to Redway, widen Redway to Garberville, create 

Garberville to Southern Humboldt Community Park 
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− Multipurpose trail from Garberville to the Community Park including a riparian trail, 

along Kimtu Road (eventually from Kintu - Benbow) 

 

− A developed trail from Garberville to the Community Park 

 

− Class I bike path between Garberville and Community Park 

 

− Redeway/Garberville/Benbow are interconnected with safe non-motorized trails 

 

− Class I between Garberville and Redway 

 

− Multipurpose trail between Benbow and Garberville 

− Many more Class I bike path are in place, such as around Garberville and connecting to 

Redway around Redway.   

 

− Class II bike lanes are in use along Shelter Cove Road and the road down to Community 

Park 

 

− Bikeway(s) connecting communities along the Avenue of the Giants (plus south to 

Benbow) 

 

− Class III bikeway between Redway and Garberville 

 

− Developed trails between Redway and Benbow 

 

− Class III bike lane from Garberville to Redway 

 

− Multipurpose trail between Southern Humboldt Community Park and Benbow 

  

− Connectivity - continuous, widen existing road between Briceland and Redway, create 

new path between Garberville and Southern Humboldt Community Park and Kintu for 

pedestrian and bicycles  

 

− Class I bikeway from Del Norte to Mendocino  

 

− Connectivity between existing towns - Benbow, Garberville, Redway with mostly 

developed and improved trails 
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WRITTEN COMMENTS  
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APPENDIX B 
QUESTIONNAIRE TEMPLATE 
 

 

To identify the regional capacity for trail planning and development, the following questionnaire 

was provided to public works and/or planning staff of the seven incorporated cities and the 

county.  The information obtained from the questionnaire and interviews was used to 

characterize the opportunities and constraints surrounding active transportation system 

development in the Humboldt County Regional Trails Master Plan. 

 

1. How is the City facilitating trail development?  This could include City-wide trail planning efforts 

and/or looking for trail opportunities on a project by project basis.  

 

 

2. What methods does the City use to acquire trail corridors?  This could include dedication at 

time of development or City acquisition programs. 

 

 

3. Does the City have trail preservation strategy/ies, in cases where there are important but 

informal local trails or where you otherwise do not have right-of-way?  

 

 

4. What are the constraints that limit the City from pursuing local multi-use trail system and regional 

trail system connections?  Or from City participation in regional trail system development?  

 

 

5. What City department is primarily responsible for planning trails? 

 

 

6. What City department is primarily responsible for constructing and maintaining trails? 

 

 

7. What are the main sources of funding the City uses to construct trails? 

 

 

8. Do you have a trail maintenance program?  If so, how is maintenance funded? 

 

 

9. What are the City’s trail maintenance challenges and solutions? 

 

 

10. Does your agency have any volunteer trail maintenance programs? If not, would you be interested 

in learning how other municipalities and organizations run these programs? 
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